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The task of his advance guard would consist in pro-
tecting those operations. A very heavy task indeed,
when we consider the numerical superiority the advance
guard would have to contend against and the length of
time during which it would have to resist.

How did the advance guard manage to achieve that
task ? This is what we shall now examine.

THE EVENING OF JUNE 26ra AT BOTH GENERAL
HEADQUARTERS

On the Prussian side, as we already know, the advance
guard of General von Loewenfeld had proceeded on
its own initiative from the Mettau to Nachod. This
was, as we shall see by and by, a mistake, a rash act
which Steinmetz ought not to have allowed; for it
might endanger first the advance guard, then the
movement of the army corps, which was a more serious
thing.

Steinmetz also gave out his orders for the 27th.
Those orders proceeded quite naturally from the idea
which could already be perceived in the echeloning
of the 26th. They ran as follows :

" The army corps will march on Nachod and advance
further in a westerly direction. Everybody will leave
cantonments and bivouacs at 5; three ammunition
columns will follow the reserves without intervals;
other ammunition columns, as well as the bridging
companies, will follow as far as west of Reinerz, where
they will await further orders.

" Baggage will be packed at Lewin; field hospitals
at Lewin; convoys west of Riickerts.

" The Hoffmann detachment will send, in the evening
of the 26th, the dragoon regiment (No. 8) to the army
corps's main body, where they shall form, together
with the horse battery from the artillery reserve and
the 1st Uhlans, a brigade under General von Wniick,
With the rest of his detachment, General Hoffmann
will cover the left flank of the army corps, more par-
ticularly in the direction of Giesshiibel, and will expect
further orders at Lewin."

On the Austrian side, General Earning was already
giving out orders In compliance with preceding instruc-